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I. 


THE Third Part of JOHN HUS’s 
Trial. (See the Firft and Second 
Part in the Two laft Ademoirs.) 


: F TER the Examination of John Hu, 
the Council being defirous that he 
would retra&, the Cardinal of Cam- 

bray — to him in thefe Words. “ You 

“ fee how many heinous Crimes are charged 

“‘ upon you. It concerns you therefore to 

‘“¢ confider well what you are to do. The 

*¢ Council can only propofe Two Things to 

“ you, the Firft whereof you will do well 

‘‘ eoaccept. You muft humbly fubmit to 

“« their Sentence and Judgment, and under- 

‘¢ go without repining whatever they will 

“« be pleafed to order: In which Cafe they 

will treat you with all poffible Humanity 

‘’ and Mildnefs, out of Confideration for 

‘* the Emperor, who is prefent here, and for 

“ the King of Bohemia his Brother, as well 

“as for your own Salvation. If, on the 

“« contrary, you rather chufe to maintain 

‘© fome of thofe Articles, which have been 

“ obje&ted againft you, and to ask again a 

‘¢ publick Hearing, the Council will not 

‘* deny it; but confider that there are here a 

‘* great many Perfons of Importance and 

‘* Learning, who have alledged fuch ftrong 

** Reafons againft your Articles, that I am 

‘¢ afraid, if you undertake to maintain 

.© chem, your Obftinaey will be attended 


“ with fome fatal Confequence. This I teld 
3 you, not as your Judge, but by way of 
* Admonition”. The other Prelates joined 

with che Cardinal in his Exhortations. But 
John Hus an{wered them with great Humili- 
ty, looking downwards, Mof Reverend Fae 
thers, I have already [aid many times, that I 
came hither of my own Will, not to maintain 
any thing with Obflinacy, but 20 receive Ine 
fruflion, if it fhould appear that 1 had been in 
any Error, I pray therefore, that I may be al« 
lawed to explain my Opinions more fully; and sf 
I de not prove them by certain and Solid AYEus 
ments, I foall willingly yieM to your Inftrufion , 
according to your Defire. Whersspes fome. 
body cried out, See his Craftinefs; he men. 
tions the Inftru€tion of the Council, bue 
not their Cenfure and Decifion. Well, ree 
plied John Hus, Infiruffion , Cenfure, or Decis 
fron, call it as you pleafe; for I take God to wit. 
ne{s that I [peak fincerily. The Cardinal of 
Cambray told him, ‘‘ That fince he was wil. 
“ ling to fubmit to the Council, he muft 
* know, that it had been refolved by about 
“ Sixty Doftors , ( fome of which were a!. 
“‘ ready gone,) and then approved by the 
“ whole Council, 1. That he fhould con. 
“ fefs to have erred in holding the Articles 
“ alledged againft him , and ask Par. 
* don for it. 2. That he thould promife 
** upon Oath never to teach and hold thofe 
“ Articlesagain. 3. That he thould retract 
“ them all in Publick". The Cardinal hid 
no fooner pronounced this Kind of Sentence, 
but there arofe a great Tumult in the Aflem.: 
Q4 bly, 
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bly, which being over, Zohn Hus made the 
following Anfwer. ‘ I repeat it again, 
*¢ Tam ready to receive Inftruétion from the 
“ Council ; but I defire and intreat you, in 
6 the Name of God, who is our common 
* Father , not to force me to do any thing 
‘* againft my Confcience, and to the Danger 
‘¢ of my Eternal Salvation ; which I fhould 
** do, fhould I abjure all the Articles that 
‘* have been produced againft me. 7o sbjure, 
is to renounce an Error. But becaufe in 
many of thofe Articles, there are feveral 
Errors imputed to me, which I never did 
{o much as think of; how could I renounce 
them upon Oath? As for. thofe Articles 
which I own, if any one teaches me bet- 
ter things, than what I have advanced, I 
am ready to do heartily whatever you re- 
quire from me”? But, faid the Emperor, 
what Danger and Difficulty can you find in re- 
wouncing thofe very Articles, which, as you pre=~ 
tend, have been falfy afcribed to you? For my 
own part , I am ready to abjure, at this very 
moment, all forts of Errors. Does it follow 
from thence that I held them before? Fohn Hus 
intimated to the Emperor in a refpe&ful 
manner, that it was an Equivocation, and 
that there is a great Difference between ab- 
juring in general all Sorts of Errors, and re- 
nouncing in particular fuch Errors as are 
imputed to us, The Cardinal of Florence, in 
order to perfuade John Hus to a Compliance, 
made him hope for fuch a moderate and rea- 
fonable Form of ABjuration, that perhaps he 
would like it. The Emperor, and many Fa. 
thers of the Council, propofed the fame 
thing to him. But becaufe he perfifted to 
fay, that he would neither approve, nor ab- 
jure any thing againft his Confcience, and 
becaufe he defired to be heard once again, 
ofpecially upon Ecclefiaftical Dignities, the Em. 
ror {poke to him at laft in thefe Words. 
“You are a Man of Years, and after what I 
“ have told you again this Day, it concerns 
“ you to take a final Refolution: We can- 
“ not but believe fuch credible Witneffes, as 
thofe who have been heard. For, if up- 
on the Teftimony of Two or Three 
Men, every Word ought to ftand, much 
more upon the Teftimony of fo many 
confiderable Perfons. Wherefore, if you 
are a Wife Man, you muft undergo with 
a contrite Heart the Penance, which the 
Council will ley upon you : You muft re- 
nounce your Errors, fiace they are manis 


~ 


46 
“ 












BER 1712, 

feft , and fwear that you will 

and teach them, bur, i the colbeerstte 
pofe them all your Life-time : Otherwife 
there are Laws, by which the Council} 
will judge you”. A Polifh Bifhop, wh 
doubtlefs had a mind to explain the lat 
Words of the Emperor, though they are nor 
very obfcure, faid thereupon thar there 
were Formal Laws againft Hereticks. Bue 
John Hus having an{wered as before, that he 
did not find himfelf guilty, fome Fathers 
cried out, that be was an obftinate Heretich . 
and a Prieft among others, being of Opinion. 
that che Emperor was too favourable to him 
in, admitting his Retra@atioa, imputed to 
him, (as fome had done before,) that be had 
writ, that though he fhould retrad® with bj, 
Mouth, he would never retra& with his Heart. 
John Hus anf{wered that it was a mere Calum. 
ny; and becaufe he continued to proteft, 
that he did not find himfelf guilty of any 
Error , Stephen Paletz told him that he con. 
tradifted himfelf, fince he had publickly 
maintained Wichife's Doctrine. To prove 
this, Paletz read. Nine Articles out of Wit. 
life, and affirmed, that John Hus had pub- 
lickly maintained them at Prague, in the Pree 
fence of Duke Erneft of Auffria, and in 
fome Books, which might be produced, if 
John Hus would not produce them himfelf, 
Thofe Books of John Hus, written in Favour 
of Wicliffe , were not in all probability well 
known at that Time. Printing had not been 
invented yet; and therefore it was no eafy 
thing to have many Copies of the fame 
Book. Befides, John Hus’s Friends concealed 
his Writings as muchas they could; and he 
was glad of it, as it appears from his 
XXXVIich Letter, wherein he exprefles his 
Joy at the concealing of one of his Books ; 
but he was always difpofed to defend his 
Works, when they were produced againf 
him. This he publickly teftified upon that 
Occafion ; 1 am very willing, faid he to Pa 
letz, that the Books in Queftion foould be produc 
ced, and generally all thofe which I have write 
ten. Afterwards they accufed him of having 
put @ calumnious Interpretation wpon fome Words 
of the Pope. He denied it, protefting that 
he had never heard of that Matter but in his 
Prifon, where his Examiners acquainted him 
with that Accufation. And when they ur- 
ged him to declare who was the Author of 
that calumnious Interpretation, he faid he 
knew nothing of ir, but that he had “a 
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fay it was Dr. Feffemitz. But, faid they, what 
do you think of that Interpretation? What could 
I think of it, replied he, feeing I know nothing 
of it, but what you have told me? The Rela- 
tion imports , that he was fo tired with fo 
many impertinent Queftions, that his 
Strength began to fail. Which is the lefs 
furprifing, becaufe he had been troubled 
with the Tooth-ach all Night, and fick of 
the Gravel, and of a violent Vomiting of 
Blood the foregoing Days. 

Notwithftanding his Weaknefs, they read 
another Article, importing, that Three Men of 
Prague, having been beheaded for [peaking inju- 
rioufly of the Crufade of Pepe John XXIII. by 
his Infiigation , be procured them @ pompous Bue 
rial, and placed them among the Saints in one 
of his Sermons. To which Nafon added that 
he was prefent, when the King of Bohemia 
condemned thofe Blafphemers to Death. 
John Hus anfwered, in the firft place, That 
he was wot at Prague, when thofe Three Laymen 
were beheaded, and confequently that he took no 
Care of their Burial, Aineas Sylvius, a Cons 
temporary and wunexceptionable Writer, 
agrees with John Hus in this Point; and his 
Teftimony ought to be preferred to that of 
his Enemies. Secondly, ohn Hus anfwered 
that thofe Three Men had not been executed 
by Wencenflaus’s Order, and that thofe who 
afferted the contrary, did an Injury to that 
Prince. This may be confirmed by the 
Teftimony of Ancas Sylvius; for he only 
charges the King with Negligence in this 
Affair, and afcribes the whole Matter to the 
Senate: which renders the Teftimony of 
Stephen Paletz very fufpicious. That Man 
went on thus: But to thew you what is Fohm 
Hys's Opinion as to that Particular, you need 
only hear thefe Words in his Treatife of the 
Church, Whereupon he began to read this 
Paflage, wherein Jobs Hus commends the 
Three Men juft now mentioned, They bad 
doubtlefs read the Prophet Daniel —_—as it has 
bcen fulfilled in thofe Three Laymen, who refufing 
to approve, and oppofing the Impoftures of Anti- 
chrifi, ventured the Lofs of their Heads; and 
many joined with them, whilf others forfook 
them, being frighted by the Threatnings of Anti- 
chrift. The whole Affembly was fo furpri- 
fed at the reading of this Pailage, that they 
kept a profound Silence for fome time. 


Whereupon Nafon and Paletz, being willin 
to take Advantage of the Emotion, whic 
they perceived in cheir Faees, added, ‘* That 
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“ John Hut, in one of his Sermons, had fo 
“* incenfed the People againft the Magiftrates* 


that a great many Citizens did publickly 
oppofe the Crufade, declaring that they 
“ were ready to fuffer Death, like the Three 
others; which occafioned a Tumulr, 
“* which the King had much ado to pacify”. 
Jehu Hus did not deny, that he had beftowed 
an Encomium upon thofe Three Men, and 
preached againft the Crufade; and indeed 
he had done thofe Two Things fo publickly, 
that he could not deny them. But Stephen 
Paletx was the more to blame for attacking 
John Hus upon Account of that Crufade, be- 
caufe he himfelf difapproved it, as ohn Hu: 
affirms in his Treatife of the Church. 

After this Accufation, fome Englifbmen 
produced a Copy of a Letter of the Univer. 
fity of Oxford, which they pretended to be 
fpurious, and which febw Hus had read in 
the Pulpit to recommend Wicliffz to the Peo. 

le. Jobm Hus being interrogated upon this 

ead, owned that he had read chat Letter 
publickly, and added, thac ic had been 
brought to Prague, with the Seal of che Uni- 
verfity of Oxfordtoit, by Two Srudenrs, 
who came from England. Being asked who 
they were. There is one, {aid Jobn Has, whom 
my good Friend ( pointing at Paletz ) knows as 
wellas I. As for the other, I don't know who 
he was ; but I have been told, that be died upon 
bis Return into his Country. Paletz {aid that 
the Firft Student was a Bobemian, and that 
he had brought from England a {mall Piece 
of Wicliffe’s Tomb, which was venerated by 
John Hus’s Followers as a Relick. From 
whence he inferred, that John Hus was the 
Contriver of that Intrigue. In the next 
place, the fame Englifh Divines read another 
Letter fealed with the Seal of the Univerfiry 
of Oxford: It was quite contrary to the Let- 
ter juft now mentioned, and imported, 
‘* That the Academical Council of Oxford 
“ heard with Grief, that Wicliffe's Errors 
“‘ fpread themfelves in England. That in 
“ order go remedy fuch an Evil, the fame 
“ Academical Council had eppointed Twelve 
“ Eminent Doétors to cenfure the Books of 
“ the faid Wicliffe, and that the faid Dottocs 
* had found Two Hundred Articles, which, 
“ in the Jadgment of the whole Univeriity. 
‘6 deferved to be burnt; but that out of 
“ Refpe& for the Council they had fentthem 
‘* 00 Conftance, to be condemned there with 
“ 4 Supreme Authority”. J 
n Qq 2 The 








Hu: ; and that whatever he had done, was 
only with an Intent to af according to the 
Oath, which he had taken when he was 
made Dostor, whereby he was obliged to 
oppofe Herefy with all his Might. Michael 
de Caufis having likewife made the fame Pro- 
teftation, John Hus protefted on his own 
Parr, that he recommended his Caufe to the 
Juft and Supreme Judge of the World. 
Whereupon the Cardinal of Cambray extol- 
led again the Mildnefs and Humanity of 
Paletz, in omitting more heinous Things, 
than thofe which were in the Articles pre« 
fented by him to the Council. After this 
long Examination, john Hus was recommit- 
ted by the Archbifhop of Rigs. John de 
Chlum followed him to comfort him. And 
indeed it appears from the Relation, and 
fiom john Hus’s Letters, that fuch a long and 
yainful Hearing had very much weakened 
his Body and his Mind. O! bow great a 
Comfort was it to me! fayshe, when the Lord 
John de Chlum vonchfafed to lend a helping 
Hand to an unfortunate Heretick, in Irons, and 
almoft forfaken by every body. In the fame 
Letcer, he intreats his Friends to pray for 
him, becaufe, fays he, the Spirit is willing, 
but the Flefb is weak. 
When john Hus went out, the Emperor 
gave his Opinion to the Council: in thefe 
Words. ‘‘ You have heard the Accufations 
‘* brought in againft John Hw. They are 
‘* weighty, in great Number, and proved 
“ not. only by credible Witnefles, but alfo 
“ by his owa Confeffion. Any one of 
‘ them, fingly, does, in my Judgment, de. 
“* ferve co be burnt. If therefore he does 
‘* not retra&t every thing, it is my Opinion, 
* chet he fhould be committed to the Flames. 
** Nay, fhould he obey the Council, I think 
** he ought. co be forbidden to preach and to 
“ teach, and even to return into the King- 
‘* dom of Bohemia: For, if he was allowed 
** ¢o preach, efpecially in Bohemia, where he 
has a powerful. Party, he would not fail to 
“ indulge his Inclination, and to fow new 
** Errors worfe than the former. Befides, I 
“ judge it expedient that the Condemnation 
* of his Errors fhould. be fence into Bobemia 
“ to my Brother, and into. Poland,.and osher 
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The Reading of that Letter was attended 
with fome Silence; and then Stephen Paletz 
fpoke, and protefted before God and the 
Council, that during the whole Trial, he 
had {aid nothing out. of Hatred — Fohn 


Countries imbued with that ii 
with an Order to caufe all chore ne 
punifhed by the Ecclefiaftical Authorjr 
and the Secular Power, who fhall eontinne 
toteachit. Such an Evil cannot be remo. 
ved, but by cutting off both the Root and 
the Branches. I add, that the Bifhops and 
other Prelates, who have laboured to ex. 
tirpate that Herefy, ought to be recom. 
mended to their Sovereigns by the whole 
Council. Laftly, if there are any Friends 
“ of John Hus in yey tie they muft be 
reftrained with a fuirable Severity, bue 
“* efpecially Jerome his Difciple”. Where. 
upon fome faid Ferome of Prague might be 
reclaimed by the Execution of his Mafter. 
The next wax a Form of RetraQation, 
mentioned the Day before by the Cardinal 
of Florence, was prefented to ohn Hus, Ie 
was expreffed in thefe Words. 1 John Hus, 
Gre: befides the Proteftations which I have als 
ready made, and to which I adhere, I protep 
anew, that though many things, which I never 
thought of, are imputed to me, I humbly fubmit 
to the merciful Ordinance, Decifion and Correia 
on. of the Sacred Council, in all the things which 
have been impofed upon, or objetted to me, and 
extratted out of my Books, or proved by the Dis 
pofition of Witneffes, to abjure and retra& them, 
and to undergo the merciful Penance of the Couns 
cil, and to do generally whatever their Goodnefs 
will judge neceffary for my Salvation; recommende 
ing my felf to their Mercy with a perfe® Refige 
nation. John Hus having read that Form of 
Retra&tation, declared “ That he durft not 
‘* fubmit to the Council, according to the 
“ Tenor of that Formulary : Firft, Becaufe 
“ he muft condemn many Propofitions as 
fcandalous, though he looks upon them as 
fo many Truths: Secondly, Becaufe be 
could not make an Abjuration, without 
lying and perjuring himfelf; for then he 
muft confefs, that he has caught Errors ; 
which he could not do, without giving 
“ Scandal co God’s People, who heard him 
teach the contrary in his Sermons. If 
“ therefore, continues he, Eleazar, who wasa 
‘* Man of the Ancient Law, would never 
“ fay againft the Truth, that he had eat 
‘* Fleth prohibited by the Law, for Fear of 
“ offending God, and leaving an ill Example 
to Poiterity; fhould I, who ama Prieft of 
‘ the New Law, though an Unworthy one, 
out of Fear of a tranfient Punithmeat, 


 tanfgrels:the Law of God by fo grees 
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“ Sin, as that of Lying, Perjuring my felf, 
“ and giving Scandal to my Neighbours ? 
“ Certainly I had rather fuffer Death, than 
fall into the Hands of God, and then per- 
‘* haps into an Everlafting Fire and Ignomi- 
* ny, in order to avoid a fhore Punifhment. 
‘© As I have appealed to Jefus Chrift, who is 
** a moft Juft and Powerful Judge, I adhere 
* to his Sentence, being fure that he will 
“* not judge upon falfe Depofitions, nor up- 
** on erroneous Councils, but according to 
“ Truth, and every one’s Deferts”. A 
Prelate, or a Monk, ( ohm Hus calls him Fa- 
ther,) endeavoured to remove his Scruples. 
Don't feruple, faid he, to condemn fome Truths. 
They will not be condemned by you, but by thofe 
who are your Superiors, and mine at prefent, 
Remember this Word: Do not rely upon your own 
Wifdom. There are in the Council many Learned 
and Confcientious Perfons: My Son, hear the 
Law of your Mother. Thus much for the Firft 
Head. As to the Second, which concern: Perjus 
ry, if it be a Perjury, it will not fall again upon 
you, but upon thofe who require it from you. Be- 
fides, thofethings are not Herefies with re[pel to 
you, if there is mo Qbfinacy. St. Auftia, Ori- 
gen, the Mafter of the Sentences, &c. erred and 
retratted themfelves chearfully. Nay, it free 


gacntly fell out that I thought I underflood fome . 


things very well, and yet I was miftaken ; but I 
readily changed my Opinion, as foom as it ap» 
peared to me that I was in an Error, I write in 
a few Words, becaule 1 write to an intelligent 
Perfon: You will not depart from Truth; but 
come near it. You will not perjare your felf; but 
you will grow better. You will give no Scandal, 
but rather edify your Neighbours. ‘Tis true 
Eleazar acquired a great Glory, and Juda and 
his Seven Sons a greater Glery flill. And yet 
St. Paul fuffered himfelf to be let down in a 
Basket, that he might do more good Fefus 
Chriftus Judex appellaticnis vefire det vobis 
Apoftoles, & ii funte You are to fight fill for 
the Faith of Jefus Ghrift. 

John Hus continued in the fame Refolu- 
tion, and faid it were better for him to have 
a Mill-ftone about bis Neck, and to te thrown 
into the Sea, than to give any Scandal to his 
Neighbours; that fince he had preached Pa- 
tience and Conftancy to others, he would 
give an Example of thofe Virtues, and ho- 
ped the Grace of God would enable him to 
doit. Ic appears fiom many of his Letters, 
that feveral Perfons of different Chrarafters 
ufed. their urmoi Endeavours to: perfuade 
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_ hinv to retra&; buat he would not fo much 


as confent to the leaft Equivocation. Febn 
Hue fays in his Letters, that Stephen Palets 
was one of thofe, who attempted to fhake 
his Conftancy. Suppofe you were im the fame 
Cafe, faid John Hus to that Man, what would 
you do, if being fure that you never held the 
Errors charged upon you, fome body would force 
you torctrad them? I confefs ‘tis very bara’, 
faid Palets with Tears in his Eyes, Fehn 
Hus mentions in his XXXIId Letter, a pleas 
fant Argument of a certain Dofor, whom 
he does not name, and who had a mind to 
perfuade him to fubmit blindly to the Coun: 
cil. Swppefe (faid that Dostor ) the Council 
fbould tell you that you have but one Eye, though 
you have Two, you fhould acknowledge it. No, 
replied John Hus, whilf God preferver my Rea 
fon, I would mot fay het a thing, though the 
whole World fhould require it from me, becaufe 1 
could not affirm it without afing againfi my 
Confcience. The Do&or appeared afhamed 
to have pitched upon fuch a ridiculous Ex. 
ample. 

Though John Hus was fully refolved never 
to retratt, yet there was nothing in his Stea- 
dinefs, that favoured of Pride and Stoicifin. 
Nay, fometimes he funk under the Fear of 
Death ; bue immediately recovered himfelf 
with the Hope of God's Affiftance, which 
he implored together with that of the In- 
tercefhion of Saints, and.the Prayers ef his 
Friends, asit appears from thefe Words in 
his XXIXch Letter, J am far from faying, as 
$+. Peter did, that though al Men fhould be of- 
fendid becaufe of Chrifl, yet I will never be of 
fended. Ihave nit fo much Strength and Fer- 
vor, as that Apofile. Chrifl has mot beflowed 
the fame Gifts upom me, as upon him: Befider, 
I am expofed to more violent Affaults, 1 fay 
therefore that putting all my Truft in Chrif?, f 
am refolued, when 1- bear my Senterce, to re- 
main faithful to Truth till Death, with the Help 
of the Saints, and your own, This humble 
and modeft Speech is very glorious to elm 
Has, and does very much heighren his Con- 
ftancy and Steadinefs. Though he expretlod 
now and then fome Fear of Death, it ovghc 
not to be inferred from thence, that he mase 
any Retra&ation, or any Step towards ir. 
However , it is very likely that the Council 
hoped John Hus wovld retratt, feeing thoy 
had decreed before hand how he thou/d be 
ufed in Cafe of a Retraftation. If John Hus 
had made aa Abjuration, the following Sce- 

tence, 

















tence, to be found in a Manufcript of Leip- 
fick, would have been pronounced againft 
him. ‘“ Forafmuch as it may be conjectured 
“* from fome outward Signs, that John Has 
“ repents of his Faults, and that following a 
“ betrer Advice, as he affirms, he will 
*¢ fincerily embrace again the Faith of the 
*' Church; the Council does Jovfally admit 
“s him to abjure all Sorts of Errors and He- 
“* vefies, and particularly thofe of Wicliffe, 
** and takes of the Excommunication, which 
“« he has incurred, provided he humbly asks 
* Abfolution. But becaufe his ill Dottrine 
‘* has occafioned many Scandals and Sediti- 
ons among the People, and he himfelf has 
committed many Sins againft God ard the 
“* Church, expofed the Catholick Faith toa 
‘‘ manifeft Danger, and the Authority of 
‘* the Church to the publick Contempt ; the 
** Council decrees that the faid Hus, asa per- 
nicious, fcandalous, and feditious Man, 
** fhall be depofed and degraded from the 
“ Priefthood, and other Orders. We ap- 
** point the Archbifhop of Milas, and the 
“* Bifhops of Feltri, Affi, and Alexandria, to 
execute that Degradation, in the Prefence 
of the Council, and then to confine ohn 
“‘ Hus to a perpetual Imprifonment, as being 
“* a very dangerous Man with refpe& to the 
“ Chriftian Faith”. The Manufcript adds, 
that according to the Canonifts, the Degra- 
dation of tohn Hus would have been perfor- 
med only by Word of Mouth, becaufe if he 
had retra&ted, he would not have been deli- 
vered to the Secular Power. That is, in 
fuch a Cafe, he would not have been ftript 
of his Sacerdotal Habits, as he was. The 
Sentence, juft now mentioned, far from 
proving that John Hus made a Retra€tation, 
being conditional and provifiomal, would 
rather prove the contrary, fince it was not 
executed, and read in the Council. "Tis 
true, the Title of that Sentence imports, 
that tobw Hus had promifed to retra&; but 
this muft be grounded upon a falfe Report, 
or a Miftake, the Occafion whereof may 
éafily be. guefled at. The Examiners of 
john Hus did doubtlefs take, either in earneft 
or malicioufly, his Declaration that he would 
fubmit to the Council , as a Promife that he 
would retra&. Hence it is that Berthold de 
Wildungen, Auditor of Rota, and one of 
Fobn Hus’s Examiners, reporting the Prifo- 
ner’s Anfwers to the Council, faid, that he ° 
had promifed twice to fubmit to the Determi- 
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nation of the Council. But Two Ob : 
ought to be made upon that peice Th 
Firk is, that John Hus exprefled hiimfels 
in all his private Examinations, becayfe ra 
had a mind to give his laft Anfwer bef. 
the Council, and ina publick Audience ind 
not to the. Commiffaries , as it was required 
from him. Which appears from his Lild 
Letter, wherein he fays the Commiffarie 
urged him for feveral Days to vefer his Canfe 
to Twelve or Thirteen Do&ors; but thar 
he would never confent to it, and declared 
to them that he had a mind to appear in the 
Council, where he defigned to give an Ac. 
connt of his Faith. He fays the fame thin 
again upon another Occafion (Ep. XXXVINj 
Come, fays he, t0 the Council: It is there thas 
I muft appear, ae gh an Account of my Do. 
&rine. The Second Obfervation upon john 
Hus’s Promife mentioned by Berthold de Wil. 
dungen, is, That he never promifed, bue 
conditionally, to fubmit to the Decifion of 
the Council, viz. if they made it appear, 
that he had taughe any Errors ; which is ve. 
ry different from a Retra€tation. This may 
be proved by many of his Letters, efpecial- 
ly by the XVch, wherein he expreffes him. 
felf thus. Defiring to give no Scandal after 
my Death, as if I had been an obftinate Heretick, 
I declare, and I take Fefus Chrift to witnef:, 
that in many private Examinations, and ince 
in the publick Audiences, 1 have protefted that I 
was ready to fubmit to the Infiruéfion, and Di- 
rection, and even to the Punifhment of the Coun- 
cil, if they could fhew me that I have writ, 
taught, or faid in my Anfwers any thing contra 
ry to Truth, He makes the fame Declaration 
in his XXth Letter, and explained himfelf 
clearly upon this Head to the Emperor, and 
the Cardinal of Cambray , as has been feen 
above. Laftly, ie is highly reafonable to 
give Credit to Fobn Hus’s Declaration in his 
XVIIith Letter, which he writ from his 
Prifon to the Univerfity of Prague, the Day 
before he died. ‘‘ I would have you know, 
“* fays he, that I have not revoked, nor abju- 
"red any Article. The Council required 
‘© from me, that I fhould declare all the Are 
ticles extra€ted out of my Books to be 
“ falfe. But I refufed to do it, unlefs chey 
‘4 fhewed me the Falfity thereof by the 
‘‘ Scripture. And therefore I declare at 
“ prefent, that I deteft any Senfe, whieh 
will appear to be falfe in thofe Articles; 
“ and in this refpe&t, I fubmit to the Cor- 
3 , * redtion 
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* retion of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
“ knows the Sincerity of my Heart, and 
** will not put upon my Words wrong In- 
“ terpretations, and fuch as are contrary to 
“* my Intention. J exbore you alfe to deteff 
¢ Senfe, that-will appear to you falfe in any 
“ of my Writings”. is therefore an unde. 
niable Fa&, that Sohn Huw never retracted, 
and never promifed to do it but conditio- 
nally. And indeed, had he given any Hint 
of that Nature, is it likely that the Council 
would not have taken Advantage of it, and 
fummoned him to keep his Word, as they did 
with refpe& to fobn XXIII. who had pro- 
mited to yield, and with refpect to Ferem of 
aie when he repented of having retra- 
> 


Though John Hus’s Trial was almoft at an 
End; yet it made the Emperor uneafy. The 
Reafons alledged by the Do&ors had not 
fully removed all the —— concerning 
the Letters of Safe-condué. That Prince 
was very defirous, that John Has would 
make fome Retratation, in order to avoid 
the Punifhment of Death, which was to be 
infli&ed upon him, according to the Jurif- 
prudence of the Council. Wherefore John 
Hus was founded at feveral times during the 
Emperor's Abfence, and after his Return, 
that is, from the 28th of Fume. Every body 
rook a. different Method to fhake his Con- 
ftancy ; but all their Endeavours proved in- 
effe&tual. The Council fene him feveral 
Deputations , which he conftantly anfwered 
with the fame Modefty and Steadinefs, be. 
ing neither guilty of an obftinate Fondnefs 
for any Error, which he knew to bé fuch, 
nor willing to retra&t bafely what he thought 
to be true. Much about the fame time it 
was refolved to condemn his Books to be 
burnt, doubtlefs to fright him by fuch a 
Forerunner of his Fate, or to weaken him 
by a fort of natural Tendernefs for his own 

orks. But it appears from Two Letters, 
which he writ to his Friends upon this Sub- 
je&, that fuch a Decree did nor deprefs his 
Courage. In one of them, he fays they 
ought not to wonder that his Books fhould 
be condemned to be burnt; that thofe of 
Jeremiah had the fame Fate, and yet the 
Jews could not avoid the Calamitics foretold 
by that Prophet. In the other, he blames 
the Council for having condemned man 
Books, which they had not read, becaufe 
they were written in the Lohemian Language, 
chat few People underftood at Confance, 
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Ie was hoped, that a Confeffor might have 
a greater Power over John Hu:'s Mind. He 
asked for one, and even defired it fhould be 
— Paletz , as being his as Enemy, 
to 


ew on the one Side that he was difpofed 
to forgive him, and on the other, that he 
had nothing to confefs, bue what he defired 
every body fhould know. But becaufe he 
left it to the Choice of his Judges, they fenc 
him a Monk, to whom Jodn Hus gives this 
Teftimony, Ep. XXXI. He bas beard me 
with great Milane{s and Civility ; be bas abfale 
vid me; he has given me the fame ddvice as 
others, but without prefcribing any thing ta me. 
Laftly, the Firft of July he received another 
folemn Deputation, confilting of Two Car- 
dinals, and other Prelates, to perfuade him 
to retra&. But they only got from him the 
following Declaration, written with his 
own Hand; and it was read publickly on 
the Day of his Condemnation. “ Being 
“* afraid of offending God, and taking a falie 
** Oath, I will abjure none of the Articles 
* sheen againit me by falfe Witneffes, 
“* having neither preached, nor maintained 
“* them, fuch as they are imputed to me, as 
** I take God to witnefs. As for the Arti- 
** cles, which have been extraéted our of 
“ my Books, I declare chat if any of them 
* is falfe, I deceft it; but I will abjure 
“none, being afraid of offending againft 
“ Truth, and the Doétrine of the Holy 
* DoSors, And were it poffible chat my 
* Voice fhouid be heard by the whole 
“ World, as clearly, as every Lie and all my 
“ Sins will be laid open at the laft Day, I 
“‘ would willingly revoke before all che 
“ World every Falfhood or Error, which I 
“ have at any time uttered or entertained, 
“* This I declare and write freely and volun- 
* tarily”. 

On the sth of July, the Emperor being 
willing to try for the lat Time, whether 
es Hus could be prevailed upon, fent to 

im Four Bifhops with Wencefaus de Duda, 
and John de Chium, to ask him, Whether he 
would abjure the Articles which he owned; and 
as for thofe which he did not acknowledge, though 
they had been proved, whether be wenld [wear 
that be did net hold them, and that be bad no 
other Opinions , but thofe of the Church”. He 
anfwered, That he ftood to the Declaration, 
which he had made the Pirft of July. The 
Old Hiftorian of bis Life relates, that upon 
thatDay,when they cook him out of hisPrifon 


to 
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to carry him to his Examiners, fobm de Chlum 
{poke to-him (it was probably the laft Time) 
in thefe Words. ‘“ Dear Mafter- John Hus, 
“ JT am a Man of no Letters, and confe- 
‘* quently unable to advife fuch a knowing 
“ Perfon as-you are. However, if you find 
“ your felf guilty of fome of thofe Errors, 
“« of which you have been publickly accu- 
fed, I defire you not to be afhamed to re- 
tract them. But if on the contrary you 
are con{cious of your Innacence, far from 
advifing you to fay any thing againft 
your Confcience, I exhort you to fuffer all 
forts of Torments, rather than renounce 
any Truth, againft your own Knowledge”. 
Sehn Hus anfwered, melting into Tears, that 
he took God to witnefs, that he had always been, 
end was fill ready to retratt with.all his Heart, 
and even.upon Oath, if he was convilted of any 
Error by the Authority of the Holy Scripture. 
Whereupon a Prelate having told him, that 
for his own part he would not be fo prefum- 
ptuous, as to prefer his Opinion to that of a 
whole Council: I am fo far from it, replied 


‘john Hus, that if the leat Member of the Coun- 


cil can convince me of any Error, I am difpofed 
to do whatever jhali be enjeyned me. See, how 
obfiinate he isin his Errors, faid fome Bi- 
fhops ; and then he was recommitted till che 
next Day, which was the laft of his Life. 


Though John Hus, at his very Departure | 


from Prague, expe&ted to be put to Death, as 
he fays in many of his Letters ; yet he had 
ftill fome Hopes of faving his Life. But in 
his greateft Struggles, he always difcovered 
an Heroick Courage, anda truly Chriftian 
Refignation. Nay, far from being afraid 
of Death, he fometimes feemed to expect it 
impatient!y, and endeavoured to find in Re- 
ligion fome Motives of Comfort on Account 
of its Delay. ‘ God, (fays he, Ep. 14 ) has in 
‘** his Wifdom fome Reafons for prolonging 
““ my Life. He will allow me fome time to 
« lament my Sins, and comfort me in this 
** long Trial with the Hope of Forgivenefs, 
‘* He grants me this Interval , chat the Me- 
‘* ditation of Chrift’s Sufferings may the 
better enable me to bear my own ”. 

He was in fuch th semper y ( July 6. 
1415 ) when the Archbifhop of Riga fetched 


him out of his Prifon to bring him to the - 


Council. The Cardinal of Viviers prefided 
in that Seffion, as in all the others: The 
Emperor was prefent in it with all the Prin- 
ces of the Empire; and a prodigious Mul- 
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ticude of People reforted to that 
Spe&acle. When ohn Hus Bt mee 
were faying Mafs; and therefore they seat 
lim ftay at che Church-door till it was OVer 
left the Myfteries fhould be profaned by the 
Prefence of a Man, who was looked Upon 
as an Heretick, and even as an Herefiarch, 
There was in the Middle of the Church a 
Table raifed very high, upon which the 
had laid the Sacerdotal Habits, to cloat 
Fobn Hus with them, and then to ftrip him of 
the fame. They placed him before that 
Table upon a pretty high Board, that he 
might be more eafily feen by every body 
As foon as he came there, he faid a Jong 
Prayer, doubtlefs with a low Voice ; for the 
Bifhop of Lodi began to preach immediately 
upon thefe Words of St. Paul, Rom. VI. ¢ 
That the Body of Sin may be deftroyed. 

In that Sermon, the Bifhop looks upon 
Schifm, as the Caufe of all the Herefies 
Murthers, Sacrileges, Robberies, and Wars, 
with which the Church had been affi&ted 
for a long Time ; and he gives fuch a fright. 
ful Defcription of that Schifm, that one 
would think he only had a mind to exhort 
the Emperor to burn the Anti-popes. But the 
Defign of his Sermon was to proclaim the 
Execution of John Hus; and he concludes 
with thefe Words addrefled to Sigi/mund, 
Deftroy Herefies and Errors, but chiefty ( pointe 
ing at John Hus) THAT OBSTINATE 
HERETICK. The Sermon being over, 
Four Bifhops, appointed by the Nations, 
and an Auditor of Rota, brought in Fobn 
Hus to be condemned. 

But ‘before the Reading of his Procefs 
and Sentence, the Bifhop of Concordia reada 
Decree of the Council, enjoyning all forts 
of Perfons, of any Dignity whatfoever, 
Emperors , Kings, Cardinals, Bifhops. Gc. 
to be filent during that A&, upon Pain of 
Excommunication, and Two Months Impri- 
fonment. Every body was forbidden by 
that Decree to make any Oppofition, to 
difpute, to interrupt, to clap his Hands, to 
ftamp with his Feet, in a word, to do any 
thing that might difturb the Seffion, and 
laftly, to {peak without an exprefs Order 
from the Council. 

After the reading of that Decree, they 
began to read a certain Number of Articles. 
of Wiclife’s DoGrine, different from the 45, 
which they had already condemned. This 
New Lift confifted of about Sixty Articles 

; I {elected 
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feleed among Two Hundred and Sixty, 
which they pretended to have extra&ted out 
of Wéclife’s Books. There are Two or 
Three, chat look very odd, fuch as thefe, for 
Inftance ; Quilibet ef Deus : Quelibet Creatue 
ra eff Dew. If Wicliffe advanced any fuch 
Propofition, one mzy very well wonder 
why it was not reckoned among the Artis 
cles, that were condemned in the Eighth 
Seflion. However it be, after they had con. 
demned again thefe Articles of Wicliffz, they 
proceeded to thofe of John Has; but they 
read only fome, the Council not thinking it 
neceflary to read the others, becaufe they 
had been read more than once in publick. 
The Article concerning the Church, was 
the firft that was read. John Hus maintained 
it, as he had done at his firft Hearing. But 
becaufe he had a mind to anfwer every Ar- 
ticle fingly, the Cardinal of Cambray filenced 
him, and told him that he might anfwer 
them all atonce. ohn Hus reprefented, that 
it was impoflible for him to remember fuch 
a Multitude of Accufations ; and as he was 
going to anfwer every thing one after ano- 
ther, the Cardinal of Florence bad him hold 
his Tongue, and ordered the Officers of the 
Council not to fuffer him to fpeak. Where- 
upon the Prifoner = up his Hands to- 
wards Heaven, intreate he Prelates, in 
God’s Name, to give him Leave to fpeak, 
that he might juftify himfelf before al} the 
a who ews him ; yor ye he 
e, you may difpofe of me, as you think fit. 
But the Prelates perfifting in their Denial 
he fell upon his Knees , and lifting up again 
his Eyes and his Hands towards Heaven, he 
recommended his Caufe to the Supreme 
Judge of the World, in a Prayer which he 
pronounced witha loud Voice. After they 
had read fome of the Articles extra@ed out 
of his Books, they proceeded to the Accufa- 
tions, which had been proved by the Wirt- 
nefles. Upon the Eucharitt; John Rus being 
accufed of maintaining, that the Material 
Bread remains in the Sacrament after the 
Confecration , fpoke thefe Words alowd , 
notwithftanding the Prohibition of the 
Council, 1 do abfalusely deny that ewer I belieted 
and taught, that after the Confecration the Ma- 


terial Bread remains ip the. Sacrament of the 


Eucharift, As for what concerns the Admi- 
niftration of Baptifm and the Lord’s Su 

by a Prieft in a mortal Sin, he declered, that 
fuch a Minifiry was fhameful and unaccep- 


table 10 God, beeaule a Prie@ in fuck a Srete 
is an enworthy Minifter of Secred Things. 
Being charged’ (upon the Depofition of a 
certain Doétor ) with adding a Fourth Per- 
fon to the Trinity , he defired to know that 
Dofor’s Name, and protefted againft chat 


Accufation, as againft a notoriousCalumny ; _ 


and then he made a very Orthadox Confeffi- 
on of his Faith concerning the Trinity. The 
Prelaces refafed to name that Doftor. Af- 
terwards they objected again his Appeal co 
Jefus Chrift; but he maintained and repear- 
ed it, as being very juft and lawful, and 
grounded upon the Example of Chrift him- 
felf, who committed his Caufe to the Judg- 
ment of God. Being accufed of having de- 
fpifed the Pope’s Excommianication, and of 
having preached, and faid Mafs, after he had 
been excommunicated ; ‘I did not defpife 
** che Pope’s Excommunication, [sid he; 
“ but I appealed from it in my Sermons; 
“ and becaufe I did not think it to be law- 
“ ful, I continued to perform the Fun@ions 
“ of the Priefthood. Not being ableto sp- 
“ pear in Perfon before the Pope, for the 
* Reafons which I have already mentioned, 
“* I fent my Proxies to Reme, and they were 
‘* imprifoned, expelled, and ill ufed. Which 
“‘ moved me to come to this Council of 
‘* my own Will, upon the publick Faith of 
“the Emperor; who is prefent here”. 
When he {poke thefe laft Words, he looked 
earneftly upon Sigifimand, who could not for- 
bear blufhing, as we read in the old Author 
of Fobw Hus's Life. There is a very witty 
Saying afcribed to the Emperor Charles V. 
and occafidned by Sigifrewnd’s Bluth. Charles 
V. being follicited by Eccfus, and other Di- 
vines, at the Diet of Worms, to gét Luther ap- 
prehended, notwithftanding the Letters of 
Safe-condué¥, which he had granted him, 
that Emperor anfwered, J will not blush, as 
Sigifmund my Predeceffor did.  Afcerthe Read- 
ing of all thefe Accufations, an Aaditor of 
Rote ented, that John Har had been in- 
terrogated feveral times about chofe Articles, 
to know, whether he would maintain, or 
difown them; that in his Confinement at 
Gotleben, he trad promifed to fubmie to the 
Decifion of the Council ; which he had con- 
firmed’a fecond time to his Exantiners ; and 
that the third rithe, he had given « Decfpr2- 
rior written with hisown Hand. The fame 
Auditor read thit Declaration, which bes 
been inferted — pag. 311. ater 
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terrogated again by Ten Prelates deputed, by 
the Council, to know whether he would ab- 
jure thofe Articles which he acknowledged, 
and to promife never to hold and teach cthofe 
which he difowned , he always ftood to the 
aforefaid Declaration, infomuch that. it was 
impoflible to prevail upon him by any means 
wharfoever, | 

All the Proceedings, being over, the Bifhop 
of Concordia, at the Pro@or’s Requeft , read 
Two Sentences ; one of which condemned 
all the Books of Zohn Hus to be burnt; and 
the other, ‘fohn Hus himfelf to be degraded. 
Upon the Condemnation. of his Books, he 
deciared, that it, was unjuft for Two Rea- 
fons. - Firft, Becaufe he had always’ fhewed 
himfelf ready to. mend any Error. contained 
in them ; and fince they. had not been able 
to find out any erroneous Do&trine in his 
Writings, they could not lawfully condemn 
them. Secondly, Becaufe moft of his,Books 
being written in Bohemian, or-tranflated into 
fome other Foreign Language} the Council 
could neither read, .nor. underftand them, 
nor confequently order them to be burnt. 
We have feen above, pag 311. that he faid 
the fame thing in one of his Letters. As 
for what concerns his Condemnation, here 
follows the Subftance of the Reafons that 
moved the Council to it, as they are expref- 
fed in their Sentence, viz. .* That for many 
“* Years paft, john Hus had feduced and f{can- 
“ -dalized the People, by fpreading by Word 
** of Mouth, and in Writing, many Do- 
&rines manifeftly Heretical, and condem- 
ned by the Church, and.in particular, the 
“ Do&trine of. John Wieliffe.. That. he. had 
‘* obftinately trampled upon the Authority, 
** of the Church, and Ecclefiaftical Cenfures. 
That. be had appealed to Jefus Chrift the 
Supreme Judge, in Contempt of the 
“ ordinary Judges of the Church; and that 
‘* fuch an Appeal was injurious, fcandalous, 
and. brought\:in to .deride.-Ecclefiaftical 
Authority ; that having | conftantly:. per- 
fifted in..his..Errors ,. and- maintained: 
** them ina full,Council,-he ought to be de-, 
** pofed, and publickly deprived .of all Ec-) 
clefiaftical Ordeys, as.an obftinate and in- 
corrigible.Heretick,;... Whilft they, were. 
reading that. Sentence, which, he: heard -on: 


<é 
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his Knees; he denied..again. the..Charge of, 
Obftinacy.; and after. the reading .of ir, he, - 


rook God to witnels, that. he was innocent, 
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and prayed him to forgive his Judges 
Accufers. But, if we believe he. Authorer 
his Life’, that Prayer raifed the Indignation 
of ‘the Fathers, and made them rail at<him 
becaule they pretended to have done him 
Juftice, In order to proceed to his Degrada. 
tion, the Bifhops ( fome Relations fay they 
were Seven) appointed for that Office, or. 
dered him to put on his Sacerdotal Habits 
and to take a Calice, as if he had been going 
to celebrate Mafs. When he put on the 
Albe, he faid, The Jews cloathed our Lord Fe 
fus Chrift with a white Garment; to laugh at 
him, when Herod fent him to Pilate ; and he 
made the Jike RefleGtions upon each Orna- 
ment of the Priefthood. Being thus cloathed, 
the Prelates exhorted him once again to ree 
tra&t, for his Honour and Salvation ; but he 
openly declared, turning towards the People, 
that he would by no means fcandalize and 
feduce the Faithful by an Abjuration full of 
Hypocrify and Impiety, and protefted pub.’ 
lickly,-that he was innocent. Afterwards 
the Bifhops bidding him come down from 
the Board, on which he ftood, took the Cae 
lice from him, pronouncing thefe*Words, 
O curfed HK Judas, who having forfaken the: 
Counfel of Peace, art got into that of the Jews, 
we take from thee that Calice , in which is the' 
Blood of Chrift » &c.. Whereupon the good 
Man faid with a loud Voice, 1 hope from 
God's Mercy, that I fhall drink it this very Day’ 
in his Kingdom. Afterwards they ftript him: 
of all his Habits one-after another, *pronoun- 
cing fome Curfe upon-each of them, as it is 
ufual in the like Cafe. -But when they pro« 
ceeded to takeoff the Marks of his Tonfure, 
there arofe a) great Conteft among the Fa 
thers , to know whether t+ it fhould be done. 
with a Rafor, or only with Cizars. Where 
upon John Hus turning tothe Emperor, Bee' 
hold , {aid he, they cannot fo much as agree’ 
amtng themfelves.about the-manner of infulting’ 
me ||... At laft,. it being refolved that Cizars' 





M It is she ufual Form of - Degrading 4 
Prieft. ' : 1 
t Sed de hac.re magnum inter eos diffidi- 
um ortum eft, quibufdam novacula eum ton< 
dere'volentibus; contra: nonnullis ‘fatis effe’ 
cenfentibus, fi forfice dumtaxat rafura tur< 
baretur. . Op. Haf.; Tom: II. Fol. 346. 2. 
- || The great Prefence of Mind of that unfortwe 


nate Manupon-fuch an Occafion cannot be fuficl 
ently admired. i fhould « 
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-fhould-be.ufed inftead of a Rafor, they cut 
his Hair crofs-ways, that not one Mark of 
his fhaven Crown might appear. We learn 
from the Canon Law ¢, that this Degrada- 
tion reduces a Prieftto the Condition of a 
Layman ; and that though it does not take 
from him the Chara&er, which is indelible, 
yet ic difables him for ever from exercifing 
the Funions of the Priefthood. . After 
they had degraded John Hus, they fet upon 
his Head a Paper-Crown or Mitre, a Cubit 
high, and of a Pyramidal Form, with Three 
Devils of a frightful Shape painted upon if, 
and this Incription, THE HERESIARCH; 
and then the Prelates devoted his Soul to.all 
the Devils ( animam tuam devovemus Diabolis 
Inferni ) John Hus, without being concern- 
ed for that Imprecation , recommended his 
Soul to God, and faid with a loud Voice, 
That he wore chearfully that ignominious 
Crown, for the fake of him who whre one 
of Thorns. From that very Moment the 
Church parted with him: He was declared a 
Layman, and as fuch, delivered up to the 
Secular Power, to be carried to the Place of 
Execurion at the End of that Seffion. 

The Emperor having taken Pofleffion of 
ohn Hus, as being Advocate and Defender 
of the Church, ordered the EleGor Palatin, 
Vicar of the Empire, to perform in his 
room the Funé&ion of Advocate of the 
Council, and in that Quality to deliver Jobs 
Hus into the Hands of Juftice. Accordingly 
that Prince delivered Fohn Hur to the Magi- 
{trate of Conftance, who immediately put 
him into the Hands of .the ‘Town Servants, 
and of the publitk "Executioner, ordering 
him to burn John Hus with his Cloaths, and 
every thing he had about him, his Girdle, 
his Knife, his Purfe, without taking any 
Money from him. Thus Jeba Hus marched 
between Two Officers of the Eleftor Pala- 
tin, without being chained, having only 
Two Town-Servants before him , and Two 
behind. The Princes came after him, being 
attended by a great Number of Armed Men, 
befides fuch a prodigious Multitude of Peo- 
ple, that it was judged neceflary to make 
them ftop, till the Atcendants of John Hos 
had gone ‘over a certain Bridge, one after 





+ Corvin. de Jure Canon. IV. Tit. 47. 9. 
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another, for fear the Bridge fhould break, 
When John Hus came to the Bifhop's Palace, 
whither they carried him to fee his Books 
thrown into the Fire , he could not forbear 
{miling at that Execution, becaufe it appear. 
ed to him both unjuft and irregular. As he 
was going along, he declared to the People, 
in the German Language, That he was not 
condemned for any Herefy , but by the In- 
juftice of his Enemies; that they could nor 
convict him of any Error, though he had fo 
frequently and fo earneftly defired it, Be. 
ing come near the Place of Execution, he 
kneeled down , and recited fome of the Pe. 
nitential Pfaims, repeating frequently thefe 
Words, Lerd Fefms, have mercy UPON 9900 meme 
O God, into thy Hands I commend my Spire, 
The Ancient Writer of his Life informs us, 
that fome People, who heard him pray with 
fo much Zeal, faid aloud, Wc know nor what 
that Man may have done heretofore; bus now we 
bear bim put up Excellent Prayers t0 God. Rei. 
chenthal relates, that they asked Fobn Hyg 
then, whether he would have a Confeffor 
doubtlefé to perfuade him to make fome Re. 
tractation, in hopes of avoiding the Punith- 
ment of Death. The Ancient Author of 
his Life fays, There was there a Prieft on 
Horfeback with a Red Coat lined with 
Green, who faid he fhould have no Confeffor 
ecaufe he was an Heretick. John Hus ha- 
ving faid, that he was willing to confefs his 
Sins, Reichenthal, Canon of Conflance, as he 
himfelf tells us, called a Prieft, named U/. 
rich Schorend, who was reputed a Man of 
Learning and Probity, and well approved 
by the Bifhop and the Council. That Prieft 
told Fohu Hus, that if he bad a mind to re. 


nounce thofe Errors, for which he had been - 


condemned tothe Punifhment ready for him, 
he was willing to confefshim, but that if 
he refufed to make fuch an Abjuration, he 
himfelf could not be ignorant , that accord. 
ing to the Canon Law an Heretick can nei. 
ther adminifter, nor receive the Sacraments. 
John Hus hearing thofe Terms, anfwered, 
that he bad no Oceafion for a Confeffor, fince 
he did not find himfelf guilty of any Mor. 
tal Sin.. Aad becaufe he had a mind to take 
hold of that Opportunity, in order to {peak 
to the People asthe German Language , the 
Ele&or Palatin hindered him, and ordered 
him to be burnt immediately. Whereupon 
John Has began to pray with a loud Voice 
in thefe Words: Lord Fofus, 1 fuffer with Ha. 
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mility this cruel Death for thy Caufe, and I pray 
thee to forgive all my Enemies. Whillt he life. 
ed up his Eyes towards Heaven, his Paper- 
Crown or Mitre fell. from his Head: He - 
fmiled at it; but the Soldiers fet it on again, 
that it might be burne, faid they, with the 
Devils whom he hed ferved. Having asked 
Leave to {peak to. his Keepers, and obtained 
it, he thanked them for the kind Ufage he 
had received at their Hands, and declared) 
that he hoped to reign with Chrift, becaufe 
he fuffered for the fcaufe of his Gofpel. 
Which being done, he was faftened ta a 
Poft fet up for thac Purpofe. He hadvat firft 
his Bace turned towards the Zaft; but fome 
being difpleafed with it , becaufe he was an 
Heretick, they turned his. Face towards the 
wef. The Ancient Writer of his Life ob- 
ferves, that his Neck was tied to the Poft 
with a black and nafty Chain, which had 
ferved for a Potshanger. Fohn Has fmiled’ 
at it, and. made: upon that Occafion fome 
pious. Reflexions on, the ignominious Suffe- 
rings of Chrift. Being thus faftened, they 
laid the Wood. about him; but before it was 
fer On Fire, the: Ele&or Palatin attended by 
the Count. of Oppenheim, Marefchal of the 
Empire, went up) to him to exhort him ta 
make a Retractation, that he might-fave his 
Life; fays one: of the: Relations, or for his 
Salvation, asthe other-hasit. But John Hus 
declared, that he joyfully figned with his 
Rlood every thing, which he had: writ and 
taught, baving:done it only to refcue Mens 
Souls, from the Power of the Devil; and to 
deliver them. from the Tyranny of Sin. 
Whereupon the. Ele@or going back, the 
Wood-pile. was fet on Fire, and John Hus was 
quickly ftifled, imploring God’s Mercy to 
his Jaft Breath. The Executioners tore the 
Remains of his: Body in a Thoufand Pieces, 
that they, might. be fooner:confumed. Ha- 
ving found ins. Heart, they thraft a pointed 
Stake into it, and burnt it by it felf. They 
rook, his Cloaths, contrary to the Order 
they hadreceived; but theEle&tot command+ 
ed that they fhould be burnt, and promiftd 
them to make up that Lofs, His Afhes were 
carefully gathered, and thgown into the 
Rhine, left:his Followers fiiduld carry them 
into Bohemia, like:Relicks, But if we~ be- 
lieve Aineas Sylvius, this Precaution proved 
ineffe@tual; for he fays: the Hu/fites {craped 
the Ground of the Place, in-which John Hus 
was burnt, and carried it'to Prague; where 
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he pretends, that Yobr Has and 
Prague had as great a Weerasion and N 


be improper to infert here what the 
Hiftorian fays, fpeaking of the Cachan 
with which Johns Hus and 7 J 
fuffered the Punifhment of Death. “ They 
« went, fays be F, to the Place of Execution 
asit were toa Feaft, They never let fall 
any Word, that difcovered the leaf 
“ Weaknefs. They fung Hymns in the 
midft of Flames, without any Interrupti. 
on. No Philofopher did ever fuffer Death 


6s 
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“ with fomuch Conftancy, as they fuifered 


* to be burnt alive ’’. 


Thus I have given the Subftance of John Hus’s 
Trial, as it is to be found fcattered in feversl 
Parts of Mr. Lenfant’s Hiftory of the Coun. 
cil of Conftance ; and Ithink I have not omitted 
any material Paffage. The Author makes {2. 
weral important. Reflexions upon that Trial: J 
foall give an Account of them in the 1Vth Po. 
lume, or in the next Memoirs No Proteftant can 
read John Hus’s Trial, without praifing God 
for being a Member of a Reformed Church. at 
for the Roman Catholicks, I wifh the reading of 
it may make them fenfible: of the Heininfocf 
of Perfecution, and that the Dofrine which 
teaches it, is the greateft and the moft pernicious 
of all Herefies. Here follow Two Decrees of the 
Council of Conftance, which 1 could not ley 
afide, without being guilty of aw confiderable 
Omi ffion. 


Quod now obfantibus falvis condultibus Imperao 
torum, Regum, Orc. polit per Fudicem come 
peteutem de hercrica pravitate inguiri, Von 


der Hardt, T. IV. p. 521. 


Presa. fan&ta, Synodus, ex quovis falvo 
condu&tu per Imperatorem, Reges, & 
alios feculi Principes hereticis, vel de ba~ 
refi diffamatis, putantes eofdem fic a {uis er- 
roribus revocare, quocunque vinculo fe ad- 
ftrinxerint, conceflo, nullum fidei Catholi- 
ce vel Jurifdi&ioni Ecclefiaftice prajudici- 
um generari, vel impedimentum preftati 
poffé feu debere, declarat, quo minus. felvo 
di&o conda&u non obftante, liceat Judici 
competenti Ecclefiaftico de ejufmodi perfo- 





. Bik. . 26, pag. 73- 
t 4a, Sylu. Hilt. Boh. cap. 36. P + 











NOVEMBER 1712. 


marum erroribus inquirere, & aliis contra 
eas debite procedere, eafdemque punire, 
quantum juftitia fuadebir, fi fuas pertinaci- 
ter recufaverint revocare errores, etiamfi de 
falvo condu@tu confifi ad locum venerint ju- 
dicil, alias non venturi. 

Quo ftatuto five ordinatione Ie&is, idem 
ftatutum fuit approbatum per diftos Domi- 
nos Epifcopos nomine quatuor Nationuni, ac 
Reverendiflimum Patrem Dominum Cardi- 
nalem Vivarienfem nomine Collegii Cardi- 
nalium per verbum Placer. 


De falvo condu&u Huffoni's. 
Ibid. ex. MS. Vindob. Dorr. 


Acrofan&a, &c. Quia nonnulli nimium 
«J intelligentes, aut finiftre intentionis, vel 
forfan folentes fapere plus quam oportet, ne- 
dum Regie Majeftati, fed etiam facro, ut 
fertur, Concilio, linguis: maledi&tis detra- 
hunt, publicé & occulté dicentes, vel innu- 
entes, quod falvus conductus per inviétifli. 
mum Principem Dominum Sigifmundum 
Romanorum & Ungarie, &c. Regem, 
quondam Johanni Hus, herefiarche damnate 
memorize datus, fuit contra juftitiam aut ho- 
neftatem indebitt violatus: Cum tamen 
dictus Johannes Hus fideat orthodoxam per- 
tinaciter impugnans fe ab omni conduétu & 
privilegio reddiderit alienum, nec aliqua fi- 
bi fides aut promiflio, de Jure naturali, di- 
vino, vel humano fuerit in prejudicium Ca- 
tholice fidei. obfervanda: Idcirco dia 
Sanéta Synodus prefentium tenoredeclarar, 
di&um invi&tiffimum Principem circa pre. 
di&um quondam. Johannc:a Hus, non ob- 
ante memorato falvo condu&y, ex juris de- 
bito feciffe quod licuit, & quod decuit Re- 
giam Majeftatem ; ftatuens & ordinans om. 
nibus & fingulis Chrifti fidelibus, cujafcun- 
que dignitatis, gradus, preeminentie, con- 
diti6nis, ftatus, aut fexus exiftant, quod nul- 


lus deinceps Sacro Concilio aut Regie Ma- 
jeftati de geftis circa predi&tum quondam 
Johannem Hus detrahat , five quomodolibet 
obloquatur. Qui vero contrarium fecerit, 
tanquam fautor heretice pravitatis & reus 
criminis lefe.Majeftatis irremiflibilier pu- 


niatur, 
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A ORDEM DA SALVACAO, 
Ou A Doutrina Chriftar breve- 
mente em perguntas e repoftas de- 
clarada e provada com principaes 
Teftemunhos da Efcritura fagra- 
da. Juntamente com alhuts O- 
ragoens e Cantigas. TR A N- 
QUEBAR Em India Orien- 
tal na Cotta de Coromandel na 
Eftampa dos Miffionarios del Rey 
de Dennemark. Anno 1712. 


That is, THE ORDER OR ME. 
THOD OF SALVATION : Or, the 
Chriftian Doétrine, by Way of Que- 
frions and Anfwers ; briefly declared 
and proved by the principal Teftimo- 
nies of Scripture. Together with (ome 
Prayers and Hymns. Printed at 
Tranquebar in the Eaft Indies , 
on the Coast of Coromandel, ix 
the Printing-Houfe of the Mijjisharies 
of the King of Denmark. 1712. 
in 12. page. 4A. 


The folowing Article has been [ent to the Au- 
ther of thefe Memoirs. 


Set S being the Firft Piece that eve: 
was printed on the Coalt of Coremand:/, 
fince the Art of Printing hath been invenc. 
ed ; an Account of it may not be unaccepra- 
ble to fuch Readers, as are defirous to know 
fomething of what happens in Matcérs of 
Religion, even beyond the Pales of Europe, 
This little Treatife confifts of Two Sheets 
only printed for the Schools of the Miffio- 
naries at Tranquebar, who were fent thither 
by the King of Denmark, Frederick 1V. in 
the Year 1705, to attempt the Converfion of 
the Heathens in thofe Parts. As fucha De- 
fign hath fcarce ever been fet about in good 
Earneft by Proteftants ; many fuppofed ic 
would hardly come to any Thing at all. 
They confider’d the Expenfivenels of fuch 
an 
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an Undertaking on one Hand, and the Cold- 
nefs of Proteftants in Things of this Na- 
ture on the other ; particularly fince Chri- 
ftian Kings and Princes , who fhould be the 
greateft Supports thereof, are now generally 
more concerned about enlarging their own 
Dominions and Kingdoms, than the King- 
dom and Dominions of JEsus CHRIST. 

The Colleton of Letters fent by the Mif- 
fionaries to their Corefpondents in Europe, 
and fucceflively publifh’d in Englifb, give in- 
deed an Account of the various Obftruéti- 
ons thefe two Men have hitherto met with; 
but at the fame Time offer alfofome good 
Advice, whereby, if duly applied, the Ob. 
ftacles might be remov’d, and the whole De- 
fign fet ona better and more promifingFoun- 
dation, 

After the faid Miffionaries arriv’d in the 
Eaft, they found the Damulian or Malabar- 
Language exceeding difficult. That Lan- 
guage was never exactly digefted into Gram- 
mar-Rules ; and fo they could not expect 
any Help that way. yeorhing but unweari- 
ed Labour, and an unfhaken Patience, could 
carry them through it. They made at laft 
fuch an Agreement betwixt themfelves, that 
one fhould entirely apply himfelf to the Por- 
tuguexe, whilft the other fhould endeavour 
to mafter the Malabarick-Tongue. Both fuc- 
ceeding in their Enterprize , though not 
without a World of Toil and Labour. The 
Latter, though he had the hardeft Task a 
great deal, yet after a Term of Six or Eight 
Months fpent therein, he began to cate- 
chize in that Heathenifh Language ; whilft 
his Fellow-Labourer performed the fame in 
Portugueze. Some Time after the fame 
Miffionary who was taken up with the Na. 
tive Language, enter’d upon the Malabar. 
Tranflation of the New Teftament, as a 
Thing indifpeofably neceflary for the Pro- 
pagation of the Golpel. He began that la- 
borious Work in Offober 1708, and happily 
finifhed it in March 1711. And this is un- 
doubtedly a Treafure more worth than all 

the Jewels of the Indies, and may prove a 

Means to fcatterin Time the Seed of the 

Gofpel throughout that whole Coaft. 
However, all thefe Endeavours are as yet 

but fo many preparatory Steps towards 

the main Defign. The Perfons engaged 


in it have in feveral Letters intreated their 
Friends in Europe, to fee "em fupplied with 
a Caft.both of Latin and Ma/abar Types, as 
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the likelieft Means to propagate the Gofpe} 


among thefe barbarous Nations. B : 

Demands have been complied with a 
LatinPreis,together with the wholePrinting. 
Apparatus, Was arciv'd in the Esf, when Mok 
laft Letters (dated in September 1712.) came 
away ; and the Malabar Types being dif. 
petch'd about the beginning of this Year 
(1713.) ‘tis hoped they are fafely got over 
by this Time. As the Printing-Prefs was 
Prefeat fent them by fome publick- {pirited 
Perfons in England; (as the Miffionaries 
thankfully own, in the {mall Preface prefix. 
ed to the Treatife above-mentioned) fo they 
have by this Means rendered themfelves Par. 
takers of all fuch Bleffings as may {pring up 
in Time from fo Chriftian and Extenfive a 
Contribution. 

Would to God that thofe littleEndeavours 
towards kindling the Light of the Gofpel in 
the Pagan World, might prove an Induce. 
ment to Proteftants , to Jay nearer to Heart 
a Defign tending fo much to the Glory of 
the Author of our Holy Religion! Happy 
are thofe Inftruments chat make themfelyes 
worthy of fo great a Dignity. As the Ene~ 
my of Souls will not fail to difpute every 
Inch of Ground that hall be gotten from 
him ; fo the Victory will be the more glo- 
rious, the more Oppofition it hath met with, 
Thereis plenty of moft illuftrious Predi&i- 
ons relating to the Converfion both of Few 
and Gentile in the latter Ages. For they both 
will be called in at laft, after the Winter of 
Judgments is pafled over,and a Divine Light 
let into the World ‘with Healing under its 
Wings. And what Ornaments will they 
prove to the Church of Chrift , even in this 
lower World? But to forward this, Chrifti- 
ans themfelves muft in their Lives fhow 
more of the intrinfick Power and Efficacy 
of the Gofpel, than what hitherto hath been 
obferv’d among ’em. Holinefs of Manners 
grounded on a living Knowledge of Chrift, 
will undoubtedly prove the moft prevailing 
Argument , to recommend Chriftianity to 
Infidels, and the moft powerful Means, to 
vindicate it from the Difgrace it now groans 
under. | 


The Readers may fee iwthe Uft Volume of thefe 
Memoirs, Numb. XXXIX. an Account of the 
Progre{s, which the Miffionaries mentioned in thu 
Article have made in the Conversion of the Ma- 
labarians. 

LONDON, 
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A Learned: Phyfician has lately publithed a 
Treatife of the Secret Difeafes of Men 
and Women, printed and fold by John-Graves 
im St. James's Street, and John Morphew near 
Scationers-Hall, London. 1713. in-8vo. page. 
188. 

The Subje& of this Book does not allow 
me to enlarge upon.it ; and therefore I thall 


confine my felf to the Author's Preface. 


“<The ImperfeGions (fays he ) I have ob- 
* ferved in all the Accounts of a Gonor- 
“ rhoea hitherto publifhed , and the indecent 
‘€ and almoft offcene. Manner of defcribing this 
Diftemper, have induced me to commus 
nicate my Thoughts on this Subje& to 
*¢ the Publick ; which I will endeavour to 
** doin fuch a way.as may lead the Readers 
‘into a true Knowledge of its Neture and. 
“* Method of Cure, without exciting vicious 
*<-Inclinations ; whereas moft Treatifes, of 
‘* Jate, feem rather defigned to inflame the 
“Youth with impure Notions; than to afhitt 
“ them with fufficient Remedies againft the 
“* Difeafe; and the Corruption conveyed to 
“ the Imagination by fuch Books, is more 
“ pernicious than the Contagion received by 
“ the Diftemper. 

Bat as both thefe Faults may be avoided 
“by a better Account of [that Difeafe,] 
““ which thall expofe its. Danger, and inform 
‘the Judgment, without polluting the. 
‘© Mind; I cannot doubt of a favourable 
“ Reception to this Undertaking. 

“ The Defe&s indeed , and Infufficiency of 
‘* former Writers are beft known to Phyfi- 
“ ans, who not only lament but.long to 
‘“~have them fupplied. I thall not prefume 
“ to mention all the particular Errors in a 
“« fhort Preface, fince they will fully appear 
“inthe Ténor of this Difcourfe. _ Ir is fuf- 
“ficient to obferve in general , that the 
“ Terms in common ule are obfcure , the Des 
“ fcriptions mifapplied ; {carce one Syme 


“e 
cé 


*«“ptom is explained, and the Difeafe it telf, - 


‘fo little known , that it is mifcaled by the 
‘ Name of. one of its Symptoms. Wecan- 
“ not wonder therefore, that more proper In- 


“ dications.of its Cure are not formed, fince 


“its Nature is fo little underftood, and the 


ways by which it goes off (0 litle known ; 
upon which Account the Event of the Di- 
a is always deubtful, and often fae 
tal. 
. “ Now all thefe Miftakes are not only 
made menifeft, but redreffed in the fol~ 
lowing Difcourfe ; and mew Medicines as- 
well as new. Metheds are invented, whereby 
“ the worft Effe&s of [that Diftemper] are 
“ remedied in che fhorteft Time, withouc 
‘“ any Pain, and with the greateft Cer- 
tainty”. 


~ 


cé 


This Treatife is written with great Or- 
der, Perfpicuity , and Judgment ; and the 
reading of it, far from being dangerous, will 
rather be a prefervative agsintt the Difeaie, 
which makes.the SubjeQ of ic. 


LONDON. 


Caveat againft the new Sef ef Anabaptiills 
lately [prung up ‘atExon, fhewing the Novel: 7 
and Schifm, the Abfurdity and dangerous Ten- 
dency of their Principles and Pra&ices, who were 
concerned in the Rebaptization of Mr. Benjamin 
Read; In a Letter to @ Friend. 
London: printed for John Clark, at the Bible 
and Crown in the Old-Change near $+, Paul's. 
1724. in Svo. Pagg. 32.- 


This little Book concerns only three Cfer- 
gymen of Exeter, as it appears rom the fol- 
Jowing Lines. ‘‘ One Mr. Benjamin Read of 
“ the City of Exeter was deligned for a Dit 
“* fencing Minifter : His Parents gave‘him a 
‘ fuitable Education, and he was for feverah 
“ Years at a private Acddemy.~* All’ this’ 
* time he feemed to be a refolute Noncon- 
* formift:; but about two or three ‘Months 
‘* fince he lefe‘ehe Diflenters, and on a fud4 
** den declared himfelf a Zealous Church- 
“ man. A little after he conform- 
“ ed, he was perfuaded to renounce. his-for-. 
“ mer Baptifm as abfolucely null and inva- 
‘* lid becaufe.ic was adminiftred "by one 
“ who was not Epifcopally ordained. He 
‘* fubmitced ro be Rebaptized ; and the Sa- 





‘© crament-was folemply repeated in the Pa- 
rah 
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sith Church of Heavytree, within a Mile 
of Exeter. ‘The Perfon that officiated was 


“© one Mr. Fenkinfon. — The Godfa- 
- thers were two Clergymen, Mr. King and 
-© Mr. Walker, &¢”. 





Thofe Gentlemen are more rigid than the 
late Mr. Dodweil. I remember that being 
one Day in Company with him, and fome 
other Gentlemen, I heard him fay , that the 
foreign ‘Proteftant Churches were out 
of the Chriftian Covenant. Where- 
upon a Gentleman told him , Sir, I was bap- 
tized beyond See by a Minifier, who had no Epi{- 
copal Ordination; and I fhould be glad to know 
what you think of my Baptifm- Mr. Dodwell 
an{wered, Sir, I cannot [ay that your Baptifm is 
valid ; bus there is-ome thing that may supply 
the Defe& of it: I mean your conflant communi- 
cating with the Church of England. Sir, re- 
plied the other Gentleman, J am fafe, accord. 
ing to your Principles ; for I am, and have al- 
ways been, a great Admirer of the Church of 
England, and « hearty Friend to Epifcopacy ; 
e~4 Icanaffure you, that I do conftantly commu- 
sicate with that Church, which is the Glory of 
the Reformation. Mr, Dodwell appeared very 
well pleafed with that Anfwer. 


LONDON. 


New Books fold by P. Vaillant in the Strand. 


r. A fecond Edition, very much enlarged, 
of Dr. Valentini’s Medicina Nov-antiqua. Franc- 
fort 1713. in 4fo. 


2. Flora quafimodogenita , five Enumeratio 
aliquot Plantarum indigenarum in Prufjia, &c. 
Gedani 1712. in 4f0, 


3. A French Tranflation of Valerius Maxi- 
mus, in Two Volumes, in 120. 
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a mls: 


Ather de Colonia, a Jefuir, is finithi 
Work, wherein he undertakes --0 Se 
firm the Truth of the Chriftian Religion b 
the Teftimony of the Heathen Authors. : 
A Specimen of that Work has been inferted in 
the Memoirs of Trevoux; but I think } need 
not tranflateit. I fhall only give a gencral Now 
tion of that Piece in a few Words. Ammianus 
Marcellinus, faysthe Author, affirm: in the 
Beginning of the XXIi1d Book, that when the 


Jews undertook to rebuild the Temple of Jerufa. 


lem, at the Defire of Juliatr the Apoftate, dread. 
ful Globes of Fire came out of ti wabdaten 
and that the Workmen were burnt at feveral 
times, infomuch that the Place became inacct fin 
ble, and the Jews were forced to leave off that 
Enterprife. But that Hiftorian is a Heathen, 
and a very faithful and exalt Writer. Theres 
fore the Prodigy juft now mentioned is true , and 
a Proof of the Chriftian Religion; the more bee 
caufe Ammianus Marcellinus does not {pare the 
Chriftians; for be fays, {peaking of Julian, 
Nullas tam infeftas hominibus beftias, ut 
funt fibi, ferales plerique Chriftianorum,ex. 
pertus. J muftobferve, that Father de Colonia 
Says all that can be faid upon this Subjef. 


The Benedifins will fhortly fend to the 
Prefs a continued Commentary upon the 
Bible , in feveral Volumes in Folic. That 


Commentary confifts altogether of Paflages 
out of the Fathers. 


A Benediftin Monk defigns to print a new 


Colle&ion of the Councils of the Province 
of Normandy. 


UTRECHT. 


. 7 Iliam van de Water is Printing O- 
s wid’s Works from Heinfiys’s Edition 
in Three Volumes in 120. The fame 
Bookfeller will fhortly print another Edition 
of the fame Poet with feveral Notes of He- 
infius never yet publifhed. Mr. Burman will 
take Care of thofe Two Editions. 
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